YAG Foreword

The work of the Youth Advisory Group (YAG) has been instrumental in shaping this
project. For us, this experience has been rewarding and meaningful, particularly in
recognising that the group’s input and recommendations have directly shaped the
design and methods used to carry out this study and ultimately inform this report.

At its core, this report centres the experiences of multicultural young people. The
relevance and integrity of its research design is strengthened through the active
involvement of individuals like us, from this very demographic in reviewing and
informing its approach. By engaging multicultural young people throughout each stage
of the designh and development process, the report is better positioned to produce
findings that are both meaningful and reflective of its intended population. More
broadly, the inclusion of young people creates important opportunities for youth voices
to be heard and integrated into work that we hope will influence future policy and
practice.

The involvement of organisations such as MYAN and the Social Policy Group has been
significant. Their commitment and expertise in engaging young people from across
Australia, reaching diverse communities and facilitating large-scale participation has
strengthened both the breadth and depth of the data collected. Peak bodies and their
advocacy work play a critical role not only in amplifying voices that are often
underrepresented, but also in bringing these perspectives together through a collective
platform with greater capacity to influence change. Ultimately, however, meaningful
change depends on government engagement. Reports such as this are most effective
when they inform decision-making and enable governments to respond to the lived
experiences of the communities they represent and serve. As multicultural communities
continue to grow in Australia and around the world, research of this kind is increasingly
important. It helps deepen understanding of the experiences of multicultural young
people as a significant and growing cohort, while also identifying challenges and
informing practical solutions. We are optimistic about the potential impact of this report.
As the Youth Advisory Group for this project, we are confident that, if its
recommendations are adopted, it can help drive meaningful progress in improving the
experiences of multicultural young people and supporting a more inclusive future in
Australia.
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